Effects of atriopeptins on relaxation and cyclic GMP levels in rat and rabbit aortas.
The effects of atriopeptins I and II on relaxation and cyclic GMP levels were studied on rat and rabbit aortas. Atriopeptin I was 2- and 100-fold less potent than atriopeptin II in causing relaxation of rat and rabbit aortas, respectively. The atriopeptin-elevated cyclic GMP levels generally correlated with the amount of relaxation. These results demonstrate that the vasodilator profile and, presumably, the receptor for atrial natriuretic factor, varies among different blood vessels and species.